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 Hello Readers 
 
Watch this in NZSL: youtube.com/WellingtonDeafSoc 
 
Hope July has been treating you well and healthy! Not much longer to welcome the Spring     
season soon. 
 
June and July has been a very busy for us, Wellington and across New Zealand, I will outline a 
few. 
 
The Board of Management took an evening together to review our Constitution Rules in         
accordance of the new Society Act changes. We scoped specific areas, especially with the         
membership and voting rights that had caused a concerns from our SGM earlier this year. We 
will be having a Community Meeting to have a discussion about the membership, building and 
fundraising updates. It is important you attend. Your Society, Your Building, Your Future. 
 
The BOM will have a strategy and governance workshop in August with Carol Scholes. Carol has 
over 30 years of management experience in commercial and not-for-profit organisations, she 
provides board coaching, facilitation and strategic planning. She is currently delivering               
Governance & Leadership workshop series at Auckland Deaf Society for the Deaf community 
across New Zealand. We are very fortunate to receive funding from Lottery Minister’s                    
Discretionary Fund to make this possible, I am personally very excited to get the Committee  
together and pave a robust future for WDS.  
 
There has been a few successful events we organised with a positive turn out, we had the            
Brewery Tour at Garage Project, based in Te Aro. I have received feedback from the community 
indicating this was an excellent event and was well enjoyed. The Womens Lifestyle Expo was 
another successful event bringing 25 women from Wellington and a few from Palmerston North, 
these ladies enjoyed themselves at the expo, checking out stalls and trying out samples and 
wrapped up the evening with having dinner together. We received feedback from after the Expo 
from the women to gather their interests to help us plan activities they are passionate in. 
 
This includes netball, we have started to gather some interest to set up a netball team to have 
Saturday matches next year. This is welcome to anyone and to have a game of fun! 
16th July marked our 78th Anniversary celebrations, amazing to see our community attend and 
celebrate another year with us. WDS would like to thank Pizza Hut and New World Wellington 
City to sponsor us with food provided for the evening. As we approach 80, we have a sub            
committee organising this special occasion, and if you are interested to lend a hand, please do 
flick Lyneen an email at hello@wds.org.nz 
 
Our Amazing Race is happening on the 6th August! This is our second annual event, I am looking 
forward to see the teams compete and most of all, to have fun! I hope you have registered with 
a team, this is a great way to teamwork with your team working out clues! This is perfect for 
your workplace, group, club, family, friends – anyone! 
 
As the Rio 2016 Olympics Games approach, for the first time ever, Able has are offering closed 
captions will be available for the opening and closing ceremonies, 6am – 3pm daily coverages 
and the 6pm highlights on Prime TV. This has been made possible with Able partnering with Na-
tional Foundation for the Deaf, who have provided funding for the project. 
 
Warm regards, 
  
Shannon Krogmann 
President 
Wellington Deaf Society  

http://youtube.com/WellingtonDeafSoc
mailto:hello@wds.org.nz


 

 

WHAT’S ON... 
Ode to a Deaf Child . . . 
One day I saw a little child as lovely as a   
flower, 
She danced and ran, she jumped and  turned 
… 
I watched her for an hour. 
 
This child of God was all the things I'd want 
my own to be, 
Magnificent of heart and limb a curiosity. 
 
But when God made this little one he didn't 
give her sound, 
He left her in silent world where quiet is  
profound. 
 
A deep abyss, a lonely world, away from all 
who hear, 
To never know the voice of man in happiness 
or fear. 
 
And as I watched her hands make pictures in 
the air, 
A silent unknown rhythm that I could never 
share. 
 
For in this world of silence the hearing rarely 
go, 
Because they lack the picture words it never 
can be so. 
 
This causes me to wonder about the world of 
sound, 
What is it that we're missing where the    
silence is profound? 
 
And then I knew the answer, it suddenly was 
there-- 
To live and love together means people have 
to share. 
 
Thus in the world of picture words where 
pretty symbols flow, 
The meanings of I LOVE YOU is there for all 
who know. 
 
And so I guess the world of sound will stay a 
world apart, 
Until it learns the picture words, it cannot 
share the same heart. 
Philip A. Bellefleur, Ph.D. 

Wellington Deaf Dine Events: 

August - Italian 

October - Japanese 

More information of these dine events will 
be informed soon. 

Lets get together for dinner and a glass of 
wine! 

If you have any dine suggestions, please 
email hello@wds.org.nz 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


