
  

 

OUR NEW WEBSITE LAUNCHED!         
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Welcome to 2016! 
 

  Watch in NZSL: youtube.com/wellingtondeafsoc 
 

I hope you all had a festive Christmas and New Years’ holiday. I spent most of my time with     
family and visiting the beach… Albeit with a few days sitting inside producing a new facelift of 
our newsletter!  
 

As you can remember our Absolutely Positively Wellington Deaf Newsletter for the last three 
years, it was looking very tired and with our new logo and website, it was not up to par. This 
new look will be much more concise and informative with new contents, such as Blast from the 
Past, a section where we dig up our history and find something interesting to share with you all, 
with all events placed on one page for your easy findings quickly.  
 

As well on our membership form, we have added a section of where we would be interested to 
know your interests, hobbies and anything in general. This will enable us to see our member’s 
interests and to target activities and events to be at your advantage and enjoyment.  
 

On our Christmas and End Of Year gathering in December, we launched our new website to you 
all – this was answered at our 2014’s Annual General Meeting, many of you raised a website was 
in need to access information and to be in the know with not having a Deaf Club. The website 
will be progressively updated with more content, photos and other new information. If there is 
anything you wish to see included, please do share with us.  
 

Our new yellow branded mugs were gifted to all at our party, proudly with our new logo. We 
hope this bright yellow mug brightens up your cuppa time. If you wish to proudly own one of 
these – contact us!  
 

I would like to congratulate Kaz Witko taking up the title of our Popular Member of the Year 
from Eric Blum. 
 

2016 will bring us all with lots of events, Lyneen, our Community Coordinator has been busy 
organising events throughout the year. Coming up is our Men’s Waka Tour on 14 th February – a 
great opportunity to have a taste of Maori culture, history, values and to have a have a ride in 
their waka around the waterfront, and later on in February, we have our first dine event at     
Dakota – if you are missing our Western outback theme from our Marion Street Deaf Club, then 
this is a great event to join, topping it off with rides on their bull – who can ride the longest? 
 

See you around, and have a wonderful start to the year.  

Shannon  
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WHAT’S ON... 

5 February CQ Hotels, Cuba Street, Wellington 

19 February 1841, Disraeli St, Johnsonville (Upstairs) 

4 March Brewers & Butchers, 175 Jackson St, Petone 

18 March Roundabout Pub, 99 Main Rd, Tawa 

1 April Supply Room, 105 Mana Esplanade, Paremata 

15 April CQ Hotels, Cuba Street, Wellington 

29 April 1841, Disraeli St, Johnsonville (Upstairs) 

Friday Deaf Club Gatherings, from 7pm onwards 

MEN’S EVENT WAKA 
TOUR 2016 

SUNDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 
2016 

TE RAUKURA                   
(TE WHAREWAKA), 

TARANKAKI ST WHARF, 
15 JEVOIS QUAY 

1PM TO 3PM  

DAKOTA 
27TH FEBRUARY 2016 

FIRST DINE’S EVENT 

167 ALLEN ST,      
COURTNEY PLACE,    

WELLINGTON  

6:30PM  

 

NETBALL                     
25TH/26TH  MARCH 

2016 

7 ALLISON FERGUSON 

DRIVE, STONEFIELD      

AUCKLAND 

 

Blast from the Past 

Wellington Deaf Society, first called the Wellington Adult Deaf 
Society was formed in 1938. The idea was created by Mr Herb 
Larsen, to bring together ex-pupils of Summer School for the Deaf.  

Mr R Tannahill was the first President.  

During the war, no anniversary parties were held due to rationing. 
But the members still held special parties to celebrate 21st            
birthdays and upcoming marriages.  

Every February and March, annual picnic and sports were held at 
seaside, farms or parks. 

Helen Keller was touring New Zealand at the time the  Wellington  
Deaf Society was celebrating its 10th Anniversary. To mark the 
occasion she cut the Anniversary Cake.  

 

 

Power Poetry…                      
Silent Hands 

Can you hear me?  

Listen, not with your ears 

But with your eyes. 

To you they speak, 

My silent hands. 

Hear me tell my tale. 

Hear me sing my song. 

Learn my language, 

My beautiful native     
language. 

Hear my hands,  

Hear my music and story.  

Learn my language. 

Speak to me with your 
hands.  

Share my beautiful        
language. 

Hear my silent hands. 

We have a tale to tell, 

A song to sing. 

Open your eyes 

And hear me speak.  

Author: Sandra L. Brooks. 

 

 



5 

 



6 

 



7 

 



8 

 



9 

 



10 

 WELLINGTON DEAF SOCIETY CHRISTMAS PARTY                                           
AT 19TH DECEMBER 2015 

At Amesbury School,  Christmas Party, there were so many people and children came 
by. There are so much fun, games, face paintings, chatted and meals. There was    

Santa came to visit. The children were so excited to see the Santa. The games is hippo 
and so funny to see those who played the games of competition.  
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