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 Watch in NZSL: youtube.com/wellingtondeafsoc 

Hello Readers! 
  
This newsletter brings us to the middle of the year already! June has crept up and went very quickly, it has 
been a quiet month for us all. 
  
Our Board of Management have started planning for our governance training and our vision for our new 
Wellington Deaf Society’s club, we have Anton working progressively with our Building committee to start 
gathering ideas of buildings across Wellington region and to seek what is required by our community and 
our future. 
  
We are also gearing up with our constitution rules, the BOM will be having a night together to discuss      
the rules and we will be organising a community Special General Meeting with you all to check out the    
amendments and to submit remits.   
 
Our events are picking up and being prepared throughout the year for you all to enjoy, if there is a        
particular event you wish to see happen in the 2017 year, please do be in touch. Our community            
coordinator, Lyneen has been busy networking with local schools to inform them about our society and    
to engage with new members as well to provide social enjoyment for you all to attend, such as our Dine 
Club, and other upcoming events planned. Speaking of events, we have organised on our website under 
‘shop’, a majority of our events will be listed there for you all to register as this will be a much effective   
tool to monitor people’s participation. 
 
As we have changed our membership system to online, if you ever get an email from us saying your     
membership has been expired, please follow the instructions on the email to help you  renew your      
membership. Do be in touch with us if you need help. Remember, membership is free if you wish to  
receive our newsletter by email. We would love to see new members join –  all are very welcome! 
 
You many have noticed a flier in our newsletter or a post on our Facebook page and our website about   
our Entertainment books, they are an excellent way to get a great deal around Wellington (and other   
cities across NZ) with retail, dining, attractions, travel and much more! For $60 a year, you will get         
unlimited array of great deals to hunt for. We are fundraising with this and if you are an Entertainment 
member and due for a renewal or wishing to join, you can purchase a book or an app – please support us! 
  
Amazing Race is approaching us… It’s gonna be fun! We have some awesome prizes for the   winners,        
so gear up a team of 4 and register! 
 
Hope to see most of you at our Anniversary on the 16th July, there’s gonna be disco lights and karaoke. 
Come along and be a signstar! 
 
Best, 
 
Shannon Krogmann 
President  



 

 

WHAT’S ON... 

What Is It Like To Be Deaf?  
By Dianne Kinnee                                                           

“What is it like to be deaf?”  
People have asked me.  
Deaf? Oh, hmm…how do I explain that?  
Simple: I can’t hear.  

No, wait…it is much more than that.  
It is similar to a goldfish in a bowl,  
Always observing things going on.  
People talking at all times.  
It is like a man on his own island  
Among foreigners.  
 
Isolation is no stranger to me.  
Relatives say hi and bye  
But I sit for 5 hours among them  
Taking great pleasure at amusing babies  
Or being amused by TV.  
Reading books, resting, helping out with food.  
 
Natural curiosity perks up  
Upon seeing great laughter, crying, anger.  
Inquiring only to meet with a “Never mind” or  
“Oh, it’s not important”.  
Getting a summarized statement  
Of the whole day.  
 
I’m supposed to smile to show my happiness.  
Little do they know how truly miserable I am.  
People are in control of language usage,  
I am at loss and really uncomfortable  
 
Always feeling like an outsider  
Among the hearing people,  
Even though it was not their intention.  
 
Always assuming that I am part of them  
By my physical presence, not understanding  
The importance of communication.  
 
Facing the choice between Deaf Event weekend  
or a family reunion.  
Facing the choice between the family commitment  
And Deaf friends.  
I must make the choices constantly,  
Any wonder why I choose Deaf friends?  
 
I get such great pleasure at the Deaf clubs,  
Before I realize it, it is already 2:00 am,  
Whereas I anxiously look at the clock  
Every few minutes at the Family Reunion.  
 
With Deaf people, I feel so normal,  
Our communication flows back and forth.  
Catch up with little trivials, our daily life,  
Our frustration in the bigger world,  
Seeking the mutual understanding,  
Contented smiles and laughter are musical.  
So magical to me,  
So attuned to each other’s feelings.  
 
True happiness is so important.  
I feel more at home with Deaf people  
Of various color, religion, short or tall.  
Than I do among my own hearing relatives.  
And you wonder why?  
Our language is common.  
We understand each other.  
 
Being at loss of control  
Of the environment that is communication,  
People panic and retreat to avoid  
Deaf people like the plague.  
 
But Deaf people are still human beings  
With dreams, desires, and needs  
To belong, just like everyone else. 

Wellington Deaf Dine Events: 

August - Italian 

October - Japanese 

More information of these dine events will 
be informed soon. 

Lets get together for dinner and a glass of 
wine! 

If you have any dine suggestions, please 
email hello@wds.org.nz 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


