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 Watch in NZSL: youtube.com/wellingtondeafsoc 

Greetings readers, 
 
May has been a productive month with a lot of celebrations.  
 
As many of you know, May is the month of NZSL Week, celebrating 10 years of our language, 
NZ's official languages. We had many visitors across the country and from overseas, especially 
the World Federation of the Deaf, their Board Members stayed for a week long in Wellington  
for their Board meetings and workshops. They also took part of a Q+A panel at our Deaf Club 
gathering on Friday 13th May at CQ Hotels - the most largest turnout on an usual Friday        
gathering. It was great to see so many people join the panel and most of all, mingling around 
with friends.  
 
Deaf Aotearoa invited me as the President to attend their NZSL Awards evening on the Saturday 
14th May, along with 247 other attendees at Te Papa. It was a great night to celebrate and 
acknowledge the nominees and winners for this year's NZSL Awards. Wellington recieved four 
awards, two to CQ Hotels for the Accessible Service and Employer Awards, St Theresa's Catholic 
School for the School Award and to Lisa Thompson for the NZSL in the Media Award.                 
Congratulations all!  
 
Also, the Deaf Blacks rugby team returned back to our land from Argentina for their rugby             
tournament, they won all of the games by a scratch. They say the games have been tough and 
close, finishing off with a win. Congratulations for doing our country proud, and to our             
members representing Deaf Blacks. I look forward celebrating this win together.  
 
We are saddened to see one of our life members pass away, Doreen Howell, mother of Pam 
Witko. She celebrated a century of her life being with her children, grand-children and                  
great-grand-children, and being a valuable member of Wellington Deaf Society. Doreen               
will be forever missed by all.  
 
As I wrap up my report, we are organising our 80th Anniversary in 2018, we are looking at            
having people to volunteer and help out mark our 80th celebrations memorable. If you are            
interested to join, please email us at hello@wds.org.nz 
 
Keep warm and healthy as the colder season approach us.  
 
Yours in Sign, 
 
Shannon Krogmann 
President  

mailto:hello@wds.org.nz


 

 

WHAT’S ON... 

DEAF POEM 
 
If I told you I was deaf would you turn away 
Or would I read your lips that tell me its ok 
Would you understand if I start to use my hands 
And tell you how I feel 
 
If I tried to speak and the words weren’t complete 
Would you smile and think less of me 
Or do you really see me for me and not a disability 
If I began to stare would you realise 
 
How much I need to see and listen with my eyes 
If I began to touch would you be offended 
If I began to point to what I want or intended 
You can take my hearing aid 
To you it’s just another game 
 
You can take my love yes that’s ok 
No matter what you take from me 
Can’t take my identity 
It’s mine 
 
But come closer I want to share it with you 
I will show you how to sign the words 
I love you too 
I will show you how to laugh and be proud 
I don’t care who’s watching I want to I sign it out 
loud 
 
Can you see me for me and not my disability 
Would it sound strange to say 
I am a language minority 
Take me for who I am and I can laugh with you 
See me for what I am and show some respect too 
 
Only then you will find that in visual mind 
I just might love you too. 
 
Colin Thomson copyright 2011 

 
 
 

 

 

Wellington Deaf Dine Events: 

June - South Africa                       

August - Italian 

October - Japanese 

More information of these dine events will 
be informed soon. 

Lets get together for dinner and a glass of 
wine! 

If you have any dine suggestions, please 
email hello@wds.org.nz 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

1. 1st test in Cordoba and won by 19-15. 

2. Media in Argentina - Great turnout and the media has been brilliant. Not like in NZ which is a great 

shame. 

3. This was taking in Jujuy and the President of Jujuy Province invited both team to the government 

house. The President went to watched the game on the 30th April and hand over the trophy.  

4. Second test in Jujuy and won by 18– 16. Was a very close game and Petaera Meihana from               

Palmerston North got the last tries in 2 minutes. Argentina team got very upset and some of them 

were in tears.  

5. Special thanks to the team management for their hard work and giving up their time.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


