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 Watch in NZSL: youtube.com/wellingtondeafsoc 

Welcome to May! This month is a very special month for us to celebrate NZSL Week as our    
official language of this country. New Zealand Sign Language became official on the 6th April 
2006, celebrating its 10th anniversary this year. I remember the day I joined hundreds of other 
people in Parliament and holding up a huge banner and celebrating a new achievement for the 
NZSL community.  
As NZSL Week is approaching just around the corner, I hope you will participate events to      
participate and celebrate our language together. I have been invited to attend the NZSL Awards 
Gala on the 14th May with Deaf Aotearoa, and I am particularly excited to take part and toast   
to the Award winners this year dedicating their passion, commitment and promotion of NZSL.  
 
On the Friday 13th May, at our Friday Deaf Club gatherings at CQ Hotels, the WFD Board will be 
visiting Wellington as part of NZSL Week, and on this evening there will be a Q+A panel for you 
all to ask them anything, this event is welcome to all!  
 
Deaf Aotearoa has organised a lot of events for Wellingtonians to enjoy - check out their events 
as well Comedy Shows are being interpreted, will be great to see some of you there. I'm keen in 
learning how to make a decent mug of mocha! Most of all, will be great to see you all be        
involved and celebrate our language together.  
 
On 16th April, we had our 78th Annual General Meeting, and it was a very successful turnout    
of at least 30 people. I have been accepted to stand as President for the year, and with Riaan as 
our newest Vice President, having Robert and Joanne continue being our Treasurer and               
Secretary with some new faces in our committee with Candice and Craig continuing and                
welcoming Kellye Bensley and Anton Sammons. We farewelled Chuck Odsey and                              
Erich Krogmann from our board. Erich has now changed his participation with us,                             
joining our sub Building committee.  
My focus for this year forward is to organise a governance workshop along with the BOM;              
reviewing our Rules - aligning with the new Society Act taking effectively to all Incorporated  
Societies; setting up committee portfolios; and look at the options about having a Trust. 
On the 19th April, we farewelled our local NZ Deaf Blacks team to Argentina for their rugby  
tournament against Argentina Deaf team and have had matches on 24th, 27th and 30th April. 
You can follow them on NZ Deaf Rugby Football Union's Facebook page to be in the know.  
Happy reading, 
 
 
Shannon Krogmann 
President  



 

 

WHAT’S ON... 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
 ALL BLACK DEAF RUGBY VS 

ARGENTINA RUGBY AT ARGENTINA.  

The World Of A Deaf Child 
 

I’m crawling on the wooden floor, 
Watching my mommy’s hands. 
 

Although I can’t hear no more, 
My mom I do understand. 
 

I can’t hear when she talks to me, 
But through her hands I do. 
I don’t know what my world would be 
If I was a child like you. 
  
I move my hands and this is how 
I always talk to her. 
I’ve just said: “I’m hungry now, 
And milk’s what I prefer”. 

Wellington Deaf Dine Events: 

June - South Africa                       

August - Italian 

October - Japanese 

More information of these dine events will 
be informed soon. 

Lets get together for dinner and a glass of 
wine! 

If you have any dine suggestions, please 

email hello@wds.org.nz 



 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WELLINGTON DEAF SOCIETY 
 

On 16th April, we had our 78th Annual General Meeting, and it was a very   
successful turnout of at least 30 people. I have been accepted to stand as   
President for the year, and with Riaan as our newest Vice President, having   
Robert and Joanne          
continue being our       
Treasurer and Secretary 
with some new faces          
in our committee with           
Candice and Craig           
continuing and welcoming 
Kellye Bensley and Anton 
Sammons. We farewelled 
Chuck Odsey and Erich   
Krogmann from our board. 
Erich has now changed his 
participation with us,    
joining our sub Building 
committee.  
My focus for this year     
forward is to organise a 
governance workshop 
along with the BOM;       
reviewing our Rules - align-
ing with the new Society 
Act taking effectively to all 
Incorporated  Societies; 
setting up committee 
portfolios; and look at the 
options about  having a 

Trust. After the AGM 
WDS, people had coffee 
and chats!.  



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


